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Reply to Office Action of November 28, 2006 



REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

After entry of the foregoing amendment, Claims 17, 19-23 and 25-29 are pending in 
the present application. Claim 30 has been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 
17, 23 and 29 have been amended to incorporate cancelled subject matter. No new matter has 
been added. 

By way of summary, the Official Action presents the following issues: Claim 30 is 
objected to as reciting an informality; Claims 17, 19-23 and 25-29 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Dorak et aL (WIPO Patent Publication No. 
00/08909) in view of Kekic et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,272,537) in further view of Mclntvre et 
aL (U.S. Patent No. 6,229,538); and Claim 30 is indicated as reciting allowable subject 
matter. 

Applicants appreciatively acknowledge the identification of allowable subject matter 
as recited in Claim 30. 

As the subject matter of cancelled Claim 30 has been incorporated into all of the 
independent claims, Applicants submit that the substantive rejections of record have been 
rendered moot. Likewise, as the informality recited in cancelled Claim 30 is also now moot, 
Applicants respectfully submit that this case is now in formal condition for allowance. 

CONCLUSION 

Should the Examiner believes any additional formal matters need to be addressed in 
order to place this application in condition for allowance, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned, by telephone, at the Examiner's convenience. 
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Consequently, in view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, it is respectfully 
submitted that the present application, including Claims 17, 19-23 and 25-29, is patently 
distinguished over the prior art, in condition for allowance, and such action is respectfully 
requested at an early date. 



Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 




Bradley Lytle 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 40,073 



Customer Number 



22850 



Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413 -2220 



Scott A. McKeown 
Registration No. 42,866 



(OSMMN 06/04) 



BDL/SAM/ys 



I:\atty\Sam\ProsecutionWork\217870\217870us-AM-DUE28Feb07.DOC 



8 



